Percy the Parachuting Penguin
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“Hello, my name is PETCY the
Parachuting Penguin.”
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| was the lucky mascot of Flight Lieutenant
Stan Chapman of 158 Squadron Royal Air Force.
He used to take me with him on bombing
operations in his Halifax bomber.

One night in 1944 we were over Berlin when
our aircrgft was hit by flak and badly damaged.
It was going to crash so we had to l_;ale out. St_;n

rachuted from the aircraft carrying me ‘lnSl le

his leather flying jacket. Glad to lapd safedy, ucn t
were soon captured by German soldiers an sp’e

the rest of the War as prisoners in Germany.

de sure that
id 1 was lucky because I ma ;
Sit\:';rs:ll a1l his crew survived being shot down

that night.

Percy the parachuting penguin was the lucky mascot for Flight
Lieutenant Stan Chapman during the Second World War.

Here are some Percy-themed ideas for you:

Make your own lucky mascot to help keep your spirits up (or
perhaps you already have one). You could make one out of many
different materials — wool, paper, card, playdough etc.

Make up a story about Percy — it could be about what happened
during the Second World War or he could go on any kind of
adventure! You could write your story down, record it, act it out,
make a Percy puppet (draw a picture and stick it to a straw, spoon,
lolly stick etc) and perform a puppet show — there are loads of
ways to share your story!

Create your own toy museum in your home. Write captions for
each toy telling other people about them — you might include
information about where you got them from, any special
adventures they have had or reasons why they are special to you.

y Share your activities with us @RAFMUSEUM
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